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Editorial 
AS I am writing this, the garden is covered with a thick 
layer of snow and my small greenhouse looks very 
forlorn, surrounded by a large expanse of whiteness. 
The two oil heaters are having difficulty in keeping 
the frost out and, in fact, two nights the temperature 
has fallen to below 30°F. The cacti should be all right 
as they are quite dry, but one or two of the succulents 
may not like it so well, I fear. 

The article we published last year on the plants 
included in the seed distribution list seems to have 
been well received and we therefore have a similar 
article this time. W e have deliberately illustrated this 
with numerous photographs hoping that they will be 

of help, in particular to less experienced members in 
choosing their seeds. In one or two cases, admittedly 
the plant illustrated is of a different species of the same 
genus, but even so should serve to give an idea of the 
type of plant involved. 

Readers may have noticed the "Oddities" column 
has been missing lately. Short notes with suitable 
illustrations on any unusual development in your 
plants will be very welcome, as well as longer articles 
on various aspects of our hobby. 

Best wishes and a good succulent year in 1968. 

E.M.D. 

Cultivation Notes 
Cacti—A. Boarder 

ANOTHER growing season is with us and members will 
be looking forward once again to a successful year with 
their plants. Each year appears to bring fresh encourage­
ment and one is always hoping for certain plants to 
flower which have not done so before. What brings 
a particular plant into flower after not having done so 
for years is a problem, but such happenings only make 
the hobby of cactus growing far more interesting. 
After all, if all cacti flowered as regularly as most garden 
flowers there would not be the thrill of seeing a plant 
in flower for the first time for many years. I was pleased 
to find that some of my Mammilhrias which had not 
flowered before, did so during 1967. One of them, 
M. occidentalis was several years old from seed and when 
it flowered for the first time I was delighted to find that 
the flower was a fine soft pink with no stripes. I have 
three varieties of this species and the other two have yet 
to flower. The bloom on this plant was rather large for 
a Mammillaria and of the shape of M. shelcbnii. 

The plant was one of the hooked spined species and 
it is usual for these to have a rather large flower so 
very different to many other Mammillarias such as 
M. bocasana and M. wildii. Of course there are still 
some of my larger Mammillarias whichhavc yet to flower 
for me and it seems strange that they do not do so as 
they are very large plants and up to 20 years old, 
whereas small seedlings of not more than a year old 
can flower in some species. 

I have given instructions on raising cacti from seed 
many times in the past and so I will not repeat the 
directions given. There are just a few important points 
to watch and then all should be well. Do not cover 

very small seeds but if there are any large ones these 
should be just pressed into the soil. Make sure that the 
seed compost does not dry out completely whilst the 
seeds are germinating and shade from the direct rays 
of the sun. Once seedlings appear give light but still 
not direct rays of the sun. If glass has covered the pans 
it can be lifted slightly to allow some air to reach the 
seedlings. If the seed compost has been treated with 
Cheshunt compound or Chinosol, to prevent damping 
off disease the seedlings should grow along steadily. 
The only other source of losses is from attacks from the 
sciara fly. It is very difficult to save a small seedling 
once it has been attacked as the larvae of the fly eat 
from below the seedling and can soon cause its collapse. 
If seeds are being propagated in a frame then it is a 
good plan to keep some D.D.T. powder in the frame 
to kill the flics before they can lay their eggs. 

Any member who is raising cacti from seed for the 
first time will find plenty of pleasure in watching the 
unusual shapes and growths of the plants. For those 
who are interested in growing plants from seed I 
would recommend my book which 1 understand is 
being published in the spring. It is entitled, "Starting 
with Cacti", and will be published by Collingridgc. 
In this book I describe the growing from seed to flower­
ing and all the necessary details are present to enable 
anyone to be successful. The book is not highly tech­
nical nor is it a list of plants, as these can be found in 
dealers' catalogues. This is not a book on theory nor 
about the contentious naming of cacti and other 
succulents but contains practical knowledge on growing 
these plants gained by me during 62 years experience. 


