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OBITUARY 
Mrs. Vera Higgins, V.M.H. 

MANY of us heard with sorrow of the death recently 
of Mrs. Vera Higgins which will leave a big gap in 
the ranks of cactus enthusiasts. 

When Mr. Shurly and I visited Mr. and Mrs. Higgins 
at Croydon in 1930 during the preliminaries of founding 
our Society they were not very optimistic of the out­
come but were ready to help if the project went for­
ward. It is a matter of history now that it did go forward 
and stimulated surprisingly great interest. Mrs. Higgins 
became the Society's first Editress and remained so 
until the outbreak of the Second World War when 
the Society was suspended. She set the format of the 
Journal which attained a high standard under her 
editorship. She also proved a good colleague in many 
ways when Mr. Shurly took over the editorship when 
the Society was revived after the War. 

She was fluent in languages and translated a lot of 
material from the German. She did a great deal of 
translating for Curt Backcbcrg and Franz Buxbaum. 
Her own books such as "Cactus Growing for Begin­
ners" by her and Mr. Marrable, "Cactus for Decor­
ation" and "Succulents in Cultivation" have no 
doubt done a lot in popularising our hobby as her 
interpretations were eminently readable. 

I remember many years ago attending a Show at the 
R.H.S. and being enthralled by an exhibition of her 
Crassula paintings for which she was honoured. If I 
remember correctly a very beautiful Chrysanthemum 
was named after her about that time. 

Her most important original work was undoubtedly 
the "Notes on the Genus Crassula" in the Journal of 
South African Botany for T958-59. 

Orchids were another of her interests as well as 
Alpines. In the early days orchids vied with Cactus for 
her enthusiasm. Stamp collecting was one of Mr. 
Higgins hobbies as it was also of Mr. Shurly's and there 
were animated discussions on the too few occasions 
when they were able to meet. She suffered the loss of 
her life-partner soon after I did mine. However deep 
the grief life goes on and eventually brings a measure 
of healing in carrying out duties already contracted. 

For some years her Christmas cards were original 
paintings of Succulents and much prized by those 
privileged to receive them. 

Mrs. Vera Higgins was a talented woman who used 
her gifts well. She was a good hostess, a good colleague. 
W h o could ask for more in one person; In her passing 
goes a great lady. 

The President. 

Editorial 
IT is with regret that we learn that our Secretary, Mr. 
D. V. Brewcrton, feels he can no longer fulfil these 
duties. He has done so very conscientiously and help­
fully since he took over suddenly on the death of Keith 
Walden and we are sorry he does not feel he can con­
tinue. However, Mr. Clare of St. Albans has stepped 
into the breach and we hope will take over after the 
Annual General Meeting. In addition, Mrs. A. Whichcr 
has come forward in answer to an impassioned plea 
from our overworked Treasurer, Mr. Newman, and 
has taken on the duties of Membership Secretary. 
Please note that in future all subscriptions should be 
sent to Mrs. Whichcr, whose address appears on the 
inside front cover, and cheques should be made payable 
to the Society and not to individuals. Mrs. Whichcr 
also now has the supplies of badges etc. and requests 
should therefore be sent direct to her. 

I am sorry some readers do not approve of our light-
hearted columnist Sally Cornioides. I realise that 
many of our readers arc dedicated cactus fiends (!) 
and botanists, but we have to remember that we also 
have a number of members who have only small 
collections which they grow because they like our 
plants but are not scientifically minded, and I try hard 

to strike a balance in the contents of the Journal to 
give all members something of interest. Other readers 
have written regretting the disappearance of "Begin­
ners' Corner". I hope this is only temporary, due to 
certain difficulties, and I am trying to arrange for its 
rc-mtroduction. The "Connoisseur's Corner" is not 
intended to replace it! Anyway, I am glad that some­
thing has produced comments. At least it shows the 
Journal is read! And if you do not write and tell the 
Editor when you are dissatisfied, he (or she) naturally 
assumes everything is going smoothly. 

Incidentally, what about the "Queries Answered" 
column; I have had several offers from members 
who are prepared to try and answer your queries, but 
this time I have no new queries for them to answer! 
Surely some of you must have problems, the solution 
of which could prove helpful to us all, so do let me have 
some of them in time for the next issue. As this will 
go to press in the middle of March, let me have them 
in time to pass them on to the experts and get their 
comments by then. N o w is the time to do it, before 
YOU get too involved in seed sowing and re-potting! 

E.M.D. 


