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Editorial 
FIRST of all, though somewhat belatedly, a Happy New 
Year to you all, and may it prove a successful year 
from the point of view of your plants. My own have 
been somewhat neglected since Christmas, due to a 
prolonged attack of 'flu but I think they should be all 
right as during the cold weather a kind friend kept the 
heaters topped up for me. 

Just as I was about to sit down to write these notes, 
I received from the German Cactus Society (Deutsche 
Kekteen Gesellschaft E.V.) notice of a Photographic 
Competition they are running for black and white 
prints and colour transparencies of individual cacti, as 
well as for series of five to ten pictures of say one genus, 
or some connected theme. I have not so far had time to 
study and translate the rules fully but shall have done 
this by the time you receive your magazine and if any 
member interested in entering will write to me, with 
s.a.e., I will send the details along. The closing date for 
entries is the 15th March, 1970. There are three cash 
prizes in each of the four sections, ranging from .£2 to 
-£15, with further consolation prizes of film. So why not 
have a go. 

E.M.D. 

Letter from the President 
Dear Members, 

It is a great pleasure to me to be able to address you, 
both old and new members, in the first Journal of the 
New Year. 

The Society like myself has passed through a crisis 
and is emerging full of hope for a bright future. To 
those members who have taken office and carried on so 
gallantly I must record our deep gratitude. It must 
have entailed a deal of toleration. 

It is a matter of pride that our first show at Chelsea 
was staged and did as well as it did. I recall that on the 
two preceding days the weather was shocking. W e 
even had snow to complicate the transport problem. 
Thanks must go to our Hon. Secretary and all those 
members who made such a magnificent effort on that 
occasion. 

There is also another occasion which will live in our 
memories. I am referring to the Annual Dinner put 
on at the Windsor Rooms, Victoria, London on the 
4th December, 1969. All those who attended voted it a 
very pleasant celebration. 

To all our members may I extend hearty good 
wishes for good health, good luck and good growing 
in the New Year. 

D O R A SHURLY 
President. 

Cultivation Notes 
Cacti—A. Boarder 

1 HAVE JUST been transplanting my 1969 seedlings. They 
were pricked out into concrete boxes in May and June 
and placed in my large frame. As this frame is only 
kept frost free with four cable heaters, the temperature 
is at about 40°F., minimum. In m y greenhouse with 
the aid of a blue-flamed lamp I can keep a higher tem­
perature and place the seedlings nearer the warmth. I 
had experimented with three types of compost and the 
transplanting gave me an opportunity of testing the 
advantages of the varied types. 

The ones placed in Levington compost had made a 
good root system but hardly any better than the plants 
put in my own compost. There were a few losses which 
I put down to Sciara fly. These flies certainly appreciate 
this compost as it is soft and moist so that the flics 
choose this for laying their eggs. One type of cactus 
appears to be infested by the larvae of the fly and 
Mammillaria bocasana and all other soft tubercled plants 
are often attacked. If the base of such a plant is inspected 
one can see that the outside of the base of the plant has 

been eaten right away and if left then the whole inside 
would be eaten, leaving just a shell of skin and spines. 
This compost also had a coating of green algae and 
moss form on it and some plants looked rather 
blown and open. 

The plants placed in J. Arthur Bowers compost were 
rather similar and this compost did not form the amount 
of Algae which was on the Levington. The plants which 
I had placed in my own type of compost were cer­
tainly sturdier and I liked the look of them better. The 
spines were closer and more typical than some of the 
others in the soil-less compost. It is of course possible 
that I am so used to using my own mixture that I knew 
how to manage the watering better and no doubt if I 
had more experience with the soil-less types I would 
change my mind about them. As it is I shall continue 
to use the compost with which I am familiar as my ex­
periments do not show me any improvements from my 
old and tried method of growing. 

I have written several times before about the type 


