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Neobesseya missouriensis. 

Oklahoma Cacti 
By G. Turner 

IN the June issue of the Cactus Journal, 
the omission of a little word made a 
big difference. Paragraph 4, page 81, 

should read : " They are not found in large 
numbers." As a matter of fact, less than 
half-a-dozen plants of several of the new 
species have been found true to type. There 
are many variations from the type not 
sufficiently distinct to be classified as new 
species ; they are known as variations and 
call for careful study by the botanist. 

One variation of Echinoareus oklahomensis 
Lahman which was previously described as 

barrel - shaped, grey to white with partially 
pectinate spines, is round and obese, depressed 
in the centre, with long, curved, copper-
coloured spines which almost completely 
cover the plant body. 

Other species of Echinocereus found include 
E. caespitosa, E. perhella and E. pectinata; 
these are also found in Mexico and Texas. 
The outstanding feature about the Oklahoma 
species is, they are all extremely floriferous. 
I have grown many varieties from Mexico 
and Texas but never succeeded in flowering 
any of them. I believe we do not understand 
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the conditions necessary for their correct 
cultivation. Last winter I lost three nice 
plants because they were left too near the 
glass during a frosty night. The Oklahoma 
natives would take no harm if left out of 
doors covered with snow. They could 
be grown out of doors all the year round in 
places where the atmosphere is drier than in 
Surrey. Too much dampness in winter will 
kill any Cactus. 

Besides the Echinocerei described, there 
are a number of beautiful, large-flowering 
Coryphanthas, the latest of these being Cory-
phantha columnaris Lahman. The description 
is : plant cylindrical, narrowed at the base, 
depressed at apex, 16-18 cm. high, 6 cm. in 
diameter ; tubercles slender, 10-12 mm. long ; 
spines various, 5-15 mm. long ; radials 
10-18, white with brown tips, centrals 4, 
light brown, one stout, porrect, 10 mm., the 
upper three smaller, deflexed. Flowers 
several clustered at the apex, 6-7 cm. long, 
hypanthium smooth ; inner petals linear, 
magenta with hyaline margins ; outer paler, 
greenish straw-coloured. Anthers orange. 
Stigmas 8, white without, pink within. 
Blooms in July, a truly gorgeous flower. 
Fruit smooth, pale green berry ; seeds light 
brown. The type plant was found in Jackson 
County, Oklahoma, at an altitude of 600 ft. 
The type specimen is in the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens. 

Coryphantha radiosa is found in the extreme 
north-west corner of the State, at an altitude 
of 4,500 ft. It is solitary and bears one single 
flower at the apex, and blooms in May. The 
flower opens into a many-pointed star, bright 
magenta in colour, and the fruit is an oblong 
green berry. 

Coryphantha vivipara is frequently found in 
south-western Oklahoma. It is the smallest 
and—excepting C. columnaris—the finest 
spined. The spines are white at the base and 
brown or black at the outer ends. The flowers 
are delicate purple-pink with silvery outer seg­
ments, the stigmas short, mucronate and 
magenta in colour. It is also found in New 
Mexico. 

Coryphantha neomexicana is found in south­
west Oklahoma. In spring it is crowned with 
numerous magenta flowers that do not open 
flat. Old plants are inclined to be cone-shaped 
and may be 7-8 cm. high. A three-years old 
plant is the size and shape of a half-inch 
marble. It is also found in New Mexico. 

Of the genus Neobesseya, three species are 
found. The best known is N. missouriensis. 
discovered by Nuttall in 1818 on the upper 
reaches of the Missouri River, hence the name. 
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It is native throughout the State and speci­
mens are numerous in the north-east. The 
fine radial spines are white, the centrals few, 
the flowers greenish straw-coloured, changing 
to palest yellow. The filaments twisted into a 
salmon-pink ball that casts a pinkish glow in 
the throat of the flower. The fruit is a 
crimson, globose berry. 

Neobesseya similis (Engelmann) Br. & R. is 
described as being a most elusive species, 
reported in one place or another but seldom 
authenticated ; about four specimens have 
been found. The crowns are much smaller 
and more confluent than those of N. mis­
souriensis, for which it is sometimes mistaken, 
but there is no mistaking the flowers which are 
a delicate mauve with fewer, broader petals. 

The descriptions of two new species of 
Neobesseya, native to Oklahoma, will be 
available shortly and published by Marion 
Sherwood Lahman. They are N. rosiflora 
and N. Wissmannii; both are very rare and 
specimens have not yet reached me. 

Opuntias are very numerous here, as 
might be anticipated. There are seventeen 
species known, divided into two sub-genera, 
Cylindropuntia Br. & R. and Platyopuntia 
Br. & R., the latter being commonly called 
Prickly Pear and having flattened pads. 

Of the first sub-genus, O. imbricata is 
dark green with tuberculate joints, O. Davisii, 
cylindric, with white sheathed spines, O. lepto-
caulis, a stiff upright bush five feet high and 
found in western Oklahoma. O. Davisii is 
the most formidable, it grows from one to 
two feet high, spreading a low tangle of spiny 
branches, thick set with hooked spines in 
sheaths. 

Of the many species of Platyopuntia, there 
are the Comanche Cactus, O. comanchica, the 
twisted spined O. tortispina, the many-spined 
O. polyacantha and the hairy O. trichophora ; 
the latter has a heavy covering of long hair­
like spines ; its lemon-yellow flowers produce 
parchment-like, vase-shaped seed pods, 
packed with flat, bony seeds. It is found in 
north-west Oklahoma. O. macrorhisa is 
particularly susceptible to cultivation and 
environment. In Oklahoma it grows five 
feet high ; in Mexico, fifteen feet ; on its 
native limestone prairies it grows spines, but 
under cultivation spines are absent. 

All the Opuntias are extremely hardy. 
They will stand 20° of frost and, if planted out 
in well-drained beds, should grow and 
flourish in this country if some means were 
adopted to protect them from incessant rain 
and keep their roots dry in winter. 

Of the sub-genus Cylindropuntia, the 


